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This booklet sets out the structure of the curriculum students can follow during Key Stage 4 and gives detailed 
descriptions of the courses available. 

We try to provide a broad and balanced programme for our pupils to follow designed to ensure that each pupil has the 
opportunity to achieve their maximum potential. 

All pupils study English, Maths & Science (leading to 2 GCSE’s - called “Combined Science”). In addition, they must 
choose 4 options from the following list:

• Art Fine Art 
• Art Textiles 
• Drama 
• French 
• Geography 
• History  
• Classical Civilisation

Some students will also be invited to take the ‘Triple’ Science GCSE. This option is only available for able Scientists as a 
tenth GCSE. The option blocks will be published in advance of the Options Process. The options have been carefully 
calibrated to ensure students can pursue the correct route for their individual areas of interest.

We are always ready to consider the substitution of another subject if there is sufficient demand. Equally we can only 
guarantee that a course will run if sufficient numbers sign up. Although we always try to accommodate all options there 
will invariably be occasional clashes so we are not able to guarantee all first choices.

Parents and guardians are advised that there are some additional costs associated with GCSE options which are not 
covered by the termly tuition fees. These costs include entry fees for GCSE and iGCSE exams (approx. £45 per exam 
although this may be as high as £70 for Cambridge International Examination Board exams). 

Some courses also involve trips, the costs of which may be disbursed. Please contact Mr Woodward, Academic 
Director, if you require further information on woodwardm@battleabbeyschool.com

The GCSE Programme

1

• Computer Science
• Latin (invitation only)
• Music 
• Physical Education
• Religious Studies 
• Spanish



Battle Abbey ‘Key Stage 4+’
The Battle Abbey School KS4+ is taught alongside the mainstream curriculum and some elements are mandatory for all 
pupils. KS4+ will allow pupils to have more control over their own individual learning pathway, gaining additional 
accreditation in a wide range of subjects and further developing skills that will enhance performance throughout their 
school career and beyond.

The outline for the programme is as follows:

1. PSHE
Pupils receive an extensive and tailored PSHE programme that takes in topics as diverse as Careers, Tax, Finance, Health 
and also an array of more societal topics like drugs and addiction, sex and relationships, mental health, diversity and 
awareness. It is run by our Head of PSHE and is designed to ensure we go well beyond what would be considered the 
‘statutory curriculum’ to better prepare students for life beyond the Abbey walls. It is designed to help students discover 
who they are and become confident and well rounded individuals.

2. Enrichment Option (Mandatory for all pupils)
The subjects offered are dependent on demand and could include Enterprise, Engineering, the Duke of Edinburgh 
award scheme and other enriching opportunities. The choices will be circulated later in the academic year. The School 
will review pupil feedback and look to offer the most popular subjects. 
(one period within the timetable for most options)

3. Games (Mandatory for all pupils)
Pupils will follow a compulsory sports programme throughout the whole of Year 10 and 11.
(four periods within the timetable)

4. Extension Programme (By invitation only)
The school offers opportunities to take Further Maths, Latin and other languages. This option is for pupils showing talent or 
ability in these particular subjects and is by invitation only.
(by individual arrangement)

5. Societies and Supra Curricular
To further support student devlopment we run supra-curricular activities through our Societies Programme. There are a 
broad range of Societies led by Sixth Form subject ‘Bronzes’ under the supervison of academic staff.
  
Ophelia (Performance)  Walter De Luci (Politics, Philosophy and Economics) James Joyce (English) 
Science   Phrontisteron (Maths)     Humanities  
Sports   Rosetta (Languages)     Welfare

These Societies run activities during Societies Hour. Some of the current activites include; the Cambridge Chemistry 
Challenge. Biology Olympiad, Invertebrate Diversity, Philosophy, The Battle Broadcasting Club, World Literature, Maths,  
Olympiads and Engineering. In addition to this Societies put on a series of events such as our Science Lectures.

We also provide supra-curricular activities including enhanced reading lists, essay competitions, and weekly academic 
challenges coordinated by our Head of Supra Curricular Mr Smallman.

We believe the programme is fun, exciting and complements our comprehensive academic curriculum. This 
programme may be subject to change, but is correct at the time of printing. 
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Component GCSE Art & Design: Fine Art 8201 Marks
1 Coursework Portfolio

A Portfolio of practical work showing their personal 
response to a starting point, brief or workshop devised by 
the centre.

96 marks – 60%

Non exam assessment – internally assessed 
and externally moderated.

2 Externally Set Task
The early release paper will be issued on January 2nd and 
will provide learners with five themes of written and visual 
starting points and stimuli.

A response will be made from one of these options.

96 marks – 40%

Minimum of 6 week preparation and 10 
hours of timed test.

Internally assessed and externally 
moderated.

For further information contact: 
Mr Patrick Tucker-Wall, Head of Art at: tuckerwp@battleabbeyschool.com

Art & Design: Fine Art
GCSE Fine Art is designed to bring Art and Design to life and to help pupils develop their artistic skills and expand their 
creativity, imagination and independence. What’s more, the possibilities for personal expression are endless. The course 
is good preparation for progression to A Level in Art and Design as well as enhancing other GCSE subjects. The course 
could lead towards a career in fine art, new media, games development, games technologies and more.

This is an inspiring GCSE that will encourage students to consider a wide range of approaches to expression through 
different materials, media and techniques. Pupils will work with sculpture, photography, collage, pastels, acrylic, 
watercolour and gouache paint and mixed media. Students will work on three projects during the course and select 
the best work to present for their coursework element (60% of the total marks). There is also an externally Set Task that is 
worth 40% of the overall marks. 

The GCSE course culminates in an exhibition that is internally marked and externally moderated. Once moderation has 
taken place friends and family can come and enjoy the impressive displays.

GCSE (9-1) Art and Design: AQA

Entry Requirements: Prospective students will have a real interest in Art & Design; they will enjoy drawing and painting. 
They will also be keen to experiment with new materials and have a desire to improve technical skills.

Course Structure

GCSE Art & Design - Fine Art



4
5

GCSE Art & Design - Textiles
Textile Design is a versatile practice that involves the creation, selection, manipulation and application of a range of 
materials such as fibres, yarns and  fabrics and processes such as stitching, printing, weaving and dying, to name a few, 
to create designs and products.  Pupils who opt for GCSE Textiles Design will work in multi-disciplinary ways to create 
ideas, materials and techniques for different applications. Textile designers play an important role in the world of 
fashion, theatre, performance and retail, so pupils will come to understand how to apply the skills they learn in Textile 
Design for commercial or artistic purposes.

During the course students will study three to four main textile techniques and experiment with different ways of 
applying these techniques through the design and making of a series of small projects which lead on to the selection of 
their most successful area of work, the discovery of their own style and the creation of a Personal Portfolio of coursework 
based on a theme set by the teacher. This makes up 60% of the mark. Near the end of the course pupils will be set an 
externally set assignment by the exam board, upon which they will have a number of weeks to produce a sketchbook 
full of supporting studies, which lead to a ten hour exam that makes up the final 40% of the overall mark.

The exam board studied for Textile Design GCSE is Pearson Edexcel GCSE (9-1),Art and Design: (Textile Design).  
Visit qualifications.pearson.com.

Component GCSE Art and Design: Textile Design (1TE0) Marks
01 Personal Portfolio A portfolio of practical work which 

demonstrates a response to a given theme or 
starting point. Work should include supporting 
studies and personal response(s).

72 marks – 60%

Internally assessed and externally 
moderated.

02 Externally Set Assignment The paper will be released to students in the 
first week of January and will contain a theme 
as a starting point and some visual materials 
and written ideas as stimuli.

72 marks – 40%

Six weeks preparation and 10 hours of 
timed sessions.

Internally assessed and externally 
moderated.

Entry Requirements: Students will be keen to experiment with new materials and techniques, possess an open mind and 
will not be expected to have any previous experience in using Textiles techniques. An interest in the design process and 
in learning new practical and creative ways of making art and artefacts is all that is required.  

For further information contact: 
Mrs Sue Townshend, Head of Textiles at: townshends@battleabbeyschool.com    



GCSE Classical Civilisation
Why choose GCSE Classical Civilisation?

The study of classical civilizations (Athens, Ancient Rome, Sparta and Pompeii)
 
• broadens the mind
• promotes wide-ranging discussion
• deepens our appreciation of history, politics, beliefs and literature

Entry Requirements  
None. But an interest in History, Literature and lively discussion will be useful.

Syllabus   
We follow the OCR syllabus.

Thematic Study is worth 50% of the total qualification. 
The theme we study is Women in the Ancient World, which covers: 

• women with power (Cleopatra, Dido, Hersilia)
• women warriors (Camilla, the Amazons)
• women in myth (Helen of Sparta, Pandora, Lucretia)
• women in the home (Penelope and others)
• education and marriage of young women
• ’improper’ women (witches, sex workers, women with a ‘reputation’)
• the disenfranchisement of women from state decision-making and their protests
• and more.   

Pupils will read some fabulous stories, including extracts from: Aristophanes, Euripides, Homer, Catullus, Cicero, Livy, 
Vergil, inter alia, and will study artefacts depicting women (frescoes, ceramics, friezes). 

Learners will examine the realities of life as a woman in these ancient societies, fostering discussion of how women were 
perceived and represented, leading to observations about ancient gender roles, and encouraging contrasts with our 
own society in which equality and political rights are so central.  

This thematic study is of equal interest to boys and girls, since whatever we learn about women’s roles tells us just as 
much about male attitudes, expectations and roles. 

Literature and Culture is worth 50% of the total qualification. It consists of an in-depth cultural study on the theme of War 
and Warfare focusing on Sparta, Athens and Rome, plus the study of related literature.  

Pupils will read extracts from Homer, Vergil, Horace and others. 

They will learn about: 
• military organization, military tactics and key battles (Thermopylae, Actium, etc.) 
• the interplay between war, politics and society. 

They will discuss:
• notions of glory, honour, heroism and patriotism; 
• the glorification and horror of war, 
• the cultural impact and human cost of war

These combine to make this a moving area of study with clear relevance to the modern world.
This topic is of equal interest to girls and boys. 

For further information contact:
Miss Nicky Bishop, Head of Classics at: bishopn@battleabbeyschool.com
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GCSE Computer Science
Computing is of enormous importance to the economy, and the role of Computer Science as a discipline itself and 
as an ‘underpinning’ subject across science and engineering is growing rapidly. Computer technology continues to 
advance rapidly and the way that technology is consumed has also changed at a fast pace over recent years. 

GCSE Computer Science is, above all else, relevant to the modern and changing world of technology. Computer 
Science is a practical subject where students can apply the knowledge and skills learned in the classroom to real-world 
problems. It is an intensely creative subject that involves invention and excitement. 

Aims of the course: 
This AQA GCSE Computer Science course (2025) develops computational thinking, helping learners to develop the skills 
to solve problems and the design of systems that do so. These skills are the best preparation for students who want a 
good grounding for other subject areas that require computational thinking and analytical skills. 

How will I be assessed? 
The AQA GCSE in Computer Science will be graded using the 9-1 grading system and is a linear qualification with 
assessment at the end of Year 11. You will be required to take two written examinations.

Course Breakdown:
• Computational Thinking and Programming skills:  This is focused on programming, practical problem-solving and 

computational thinking skills.
• Computer Concepts:  This is focused on the theoretical knowledge of computer concepts and assesses SQL 

programming skills. 

Subject content:

1. Fundamentals of algorithms
2. Programming
3. Fundamentals of data representation
4. Computer systems
5. Fundamentals of computer networks 
6. Cyber security 
7. Relational databases and structured query language (SQL) 
8. Ethical, legal and environmental impacts of digital technology on wider society, including issues of privacy

Entry Requirements: 
You will be expected to have shown progression in your Computing lessons and have a keen interest in Computer 
Science disciplines such as programming. This may mean that you have already written a computer program, set up a 
network at home, installed software on your PC, are able to trouble shoot problems and fix issues that occur at home for 
example. However, even if you have not done any of the above, but just enjoy Computing and have an inquisitive and 
investigative mind then this course could be for you.  You should also be competent in both Maths & Science (grade 
6+).

Progression Routes: 
GCSE Computer Science supports all subjects both at Sixth Form level and beyond. Courses closely linked include 
A-Level Computer Science, Vocational ICT, and Business Studies. Computer Science is relevant to all jobs and careers 
and employers are increasingly looking for candidates with high level Computing skills and qualifications. 

For further information contact: 
Mrs Fiona Usher, Head of Computing & ICT at: usherf@battleabbeyschool.com 



GCSE Drama covers many of the skills that 
pupils will need for life and a successful career. 
Students who take drama develop dynamic 
presentation skills; can work well collaboratively 
in a group; evaluate work in progress and have 
developed creative thinking skills in an active 
and pragmatic way, a vital skill in modern 
industry and for entrepreneurs. 

Students study, perform, analyse and evaluate 
the work of theatre makers. They need 
energy, enthusiasm and commitment. This is a 
challenging subject but a very enjoyable one 
for those who love theatre and performing.

Subject content

Component 1
40% Practical assessment
Devising Theatre Non-exam assessment: 
internally assessed, externally moderated 40% 
of qualification. Students will be assessed on 
either acting or design. Students will participate 
in the creation, development and performance 
of a piece of devised theatre using either the 
techniques of an influential theatre practitioner 
or a genre, in response to a stimulus set by 
Eduqas. 

Students must produce: 
●  a realisation of their piece of devised theatre, 
(10%)
● a portfolio of supporting evidence (20%)
● an evaluation of the final performance or 
design. (10%)

Component 2 
20% Practical assessment
Performing from a Text Non-exam assessment: externally assessed by a visiting examiner 20% of 
qualification. Students will be assessed on either acting or design. Students study two extracts from the same 
performance text chosen by the centre. Students participate in one performance using sections of text from both 
extracts. 

Component 3
40% Written assessment
Interpreting Theatre Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes 40% of qualification.
Section A:  Set Text - A series of questions on one set text.
Section B: Live Theatre Review. One question, from a choice of two, requiring analysis and evaluation of a given aspect 
of a live theatre production seen during the course.

For further information contact: Mr Andy Godfrey, Head of Drama at: godfreya@battleabbeyschool.com

GCSE Drama
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GCSE English Language & 
English Literature 
English lies at the heart of students’ learning; it feeds into other subjects and our driving aim, obviously, is to make sure 
students are confident practitioners of English. We also want students to love the subject as much as we, their teach-
ers, do. Much of the teaching is through discussion or group work and students are given opportunities to explore their 
own interpretations of novels such as Frankenstein.  In addition, we build in practice of formal essay writing, with a focus 
on embedding skills needed for both the Literature and Language GCSEs. Several of the skills assessed for the GCSE in 
English Language are the same as those assessed for the Literature. For this reason, we teach the two courses in parallel.  
Students are encouraged to explore the connection between the literature that they read and their own 
writing, often responding to literary texts in a creative way through diaries or re imagined scenes. 

We follow the AQA syllabus for both the Language and Literature GCSE. 

GCSE English Language
Students prepare for two equally weighted exams at the end of the course.

Paper 1 (50% of the GCSE) Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing

Paper 1 comprises two sections.

Section A The students will be assessed on their reading of a fiction extract. There will be one short question, two longer 
form questions and one essay style question in response to the text. The section is marked out of 40.

Section B For this, students complete a piece of descriptive or narrative writing. The question assesses both accuracy
and content (16 and 24 marks respectively). The section is marked out of 40.

Paper 2 (50% of the GCSE) Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives

Paper 2 comprises two sections

Section A Students will be given two non-fiction extracts – one pre and one post 1900 to read. Students will answer one 
short question, two longer questions and one essay style question based on a comparison of the two extracts. The 
section is marked out of 40.

Section B Students complete a piece of non-fiction writing in which they offer a viewpoint and use a given format, such 
as a speech. This question carries the same weighting as Section A and assesses accuracy as well as content (16 and 24 
marks respectively). The section is marked out of 40.

In addition, students complete one oral task, which will be marked by the teacher and moderated by the examiner. 
Students will be assessed on the way they present ideas, their ability to respond to questions and their use of English. The 
oral does not contribute to the final GCSE grade but is given a separate endorsement.
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GCSE English Literature
Students are assessed through two exams at the end of Year 11. The exams are ‘closed book’, which means that 
students will not have their copies of the texts in the exam.

In preparation for this, students will study a range of texts drawn from across the centuries and from different genres. 
Texts will be chosen to accommodate the abilities of different groups and we will build in regular assessments to ensure 
that students are fully prepared for the exams.

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th Century novel (40%)

Paper 1 will assess the students’ understanding of a Shakespeare text and a 19th Century novel.

Section A Students are required to answer one question on their chosen Shakespeare play, focusing on an extract first 
and then the play as a whole.

Section B follows the same format but the question will be based on the 19th Century novel that they have studied.

Possible Shakespeare texts include: Macbeth, Romeo and Juliet, The Tempest and Much Ado about Nothing. Possible 
19th Century novels include: Frankenstein, Jane Eyre, The Strange Case of Dr Jeckyll and Mr Hyde and Great 
Expectations.

Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry (60%)

Paper 2 is divided into three sections.

For Section A, students will study either a modern prose or a modern drama text. Students currently study either Lord of
the Flies or An Inspector Calls for this unit. Students answer one essay question.

For Section B, students will study a range of poetry drawn from the AQA anthology. They will be asked to compare two 
poems that they have studied.

For Section C, students will answer one question on one unseen poem and one question comparing this poem with a
second unseen poem.

For further information contact:
Miss Joanna Simpson, Head of English at: simpsonj@battleabbeyschool.com
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Cambridge iGCSE Geography (9-1) (0976)

Students will develop a sense of place by studying the world on a local, regional, international and global scale. 
Students will study a comprehensive range of natural and human environments. 
Students will look at ways in which people interact with their environment, developing an awareness of the 
opportunities and challenges that affect human kind. 

Case studies support an increased awareness into the varied communities and cultures that exist on planet Earth.   

Syllabus content at a glance

Population and Settlement topics
 Including: Population Dynamics
   Migration
   Population Structure
   Settlements and Provisions
   Urban Settlement
   Urbanisation

The Natural Environment topics 
 Including: Earthquakes and Volcanoes
   Rivers
   Coasts
   Weather
   Climate and Vegetation

  
Assessment at a Glance

Paper 1 Geographical Themes
Candidates answer three questions. Candidates must answer one from each section.
   Theme 1: Population and Settlement
   Theme 2: Natural Environment
   Theme 3: Economic Development

Paper 2 Geographical Skills
Pupils will answer all the questions. The paper is based on testing interpretation and analysis of geographical 
information, decision making and the application of graphical and other techniques as appropriate. The questions will 
not require specific information about places but will require the use of a 1:25 000 or 1:50 000 map with a key.

Paper 4 Alternative to Coursework
Pupils will answer two compulsory questions, completing a series of written tasks. The field work scenarios for the two 
questions will be taken from different aspects of themes 1, 2 or 3. The questions involve an application and 
understanding of a range of techniques used in fieldwork studies.

Beyond the Classroom
We get out and about on a variety of local fieldwork projects as part of this course including a trip to a weather station 
in Year 10 and various river locations.

For further information contact: 
Mrs Ann Carey, Head of Geography at: careya@battleabbeyschool.com

iGCSE Geography

The Economic Development topics
 Including:  Development
   Environmental Risk
   Food Production
   Industry
   Tourism
   Water
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History is an extremely important and well-respected academic subject, which can support a student’s journey on a 
broad range of career options. Ultimately it is a very interesting subject to study. Students develop both their powers of 
analysis and source evaluation along with consideration of some of the most significant aspects of the  recent past.  We 
do understand that the areas of study are very important to inspire interest in the subject, so we have focused on 
modern world study. Anyone with an interest in people, the past or likes to consider cause and consequence on the 
world stage should give History the chance to broaden their minds. 

Examination: Cambridge iGCSE – History

Study Units

Core Content Option B: The Twentieth Century: International Relations since 1919
• Were the peace treaties of 1919–23 fair? 
• To what extent was the League of Nations a success?
• Why had international peace collapsed by 1939? 
• Who was to blame for the Cold War? 
• How effectively did the USA contain the spread of Communism? 
• How secure was the USSR’s control over Eastern Europe, 1948–c.1989? 

Depth Study B: Germany, 1918–45
• Was the Weimar Republic doomed from the start? 
• Why was Hitler able to dominate Germany by 1934? 

The Nazi regime
• (a) How effectively did the Nazis control Germany,  
• (b) What was it like to live in Nazi Germany? 

Assessment Paper 1 (2 hours, 40% weighting): 
Students answer two questions on the core content and one question on a depth study.
All questions are in the form of structured essays, split into three parts: (a), (b) and (c). 

Paper 2 (2 hours, 33% weighting): 
Students will answer six questions on one prescribed topic taken from the core content. 
Students will be questioned on a range of source material. 

Component 3 (Coursework, 27% weighting): 
Pupils produce one piece of extended writing based on Germany. 

Co-curricular BAS History support club 
Each week the History Department provides a weekly drop in session which helps review the material covered in the 
iGCSE course and offers tailored help where needed.

For further information contact: 
Mr Carl Trimby, Head of History at: trimbyc@battleabbeyschool.com

iGCSE History
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GCSE Latin
Why do GCSE Latin?
• The study of Latin is a great mental workout. The most able pupils often need the additional stretch and challenge 

which the study of Latin provides.
• The possession of a high grade (7or better) in this challenging subject will help to differentiate candidates for 

university applications in any subject area.
• Latin trains the mind in the systematic thinking necessary for maths, engineering and the sciences. 
• Latin improves your English and provides the root words for much of the specialised vocabulary of law, government 

and medicine.
• The study of Latin is the best preparation for learning any language, especially Spanish.
• The study of classical civilisations broadens the mind, promotes wide-ranging discussion, and deepens our 

appreciation of history, politics, beliefs and literature 

Entry Requirements
Participation in Latin is by invitation only to very able students. Pupils joining the school in Year 10 should already be 
achieving high grades and will be required to demonstrate their current level and potential.  

Pupils must enjoy a tough challenge! They will need 
logical, problem-solving minds, coupled with great 
attention to detail. High ability in maths and foreign 
languages is often a predictor of achievement in Latin. 
Enjoyment of literature and history are also helpful.

If we believe that pupils are unlikely to achieve a 
grade 7 or better in Latin GCSE, they will be entered for 
the WJEC Level 1 Certificate in Latin Language instead.

Syllabus
We follow the Eduqas syllabus.

Latin Language is worth 50% of the total qualification. 
The exam consists of (a) comprehension of a Latin text 
on a gradient of difficulty (b) translation into English 
of a Latin text; (c) the translation of a handful of short 
simple sentences from English into Latin. There are no 
speaking or listening components (but this doesn’t 
mean that Latin is an easy option!)  Latin Language 
papers are marked punitively (i.e. marks are deducted 
for each mistake) so accurate recognition of noun and 
verb endings along with a careful approach to work 
are essential for a high grade.

Latin Literature is worth 50% of the total qualification and is split across two papers. For the Theme & Sources paper (30%) 
pupils will study approximately 120 lines of Latin prose and poetry extracts by a range of classical Roman authors, along 
with related archaeological evidence and socio-historical background on the topic. The theme for examination in 
2025 is ‘Romans in the Countryside’. For the Narrative paper (20%), the text for examination in 2025 will be extracts from 
Suetonius’ life of the emperor Nero.

Teaching & Prep
Latin is taught in small groups of around 10 students. At least two prep tasks (one Language, one Literature) are set 
every week and must be completed on time.

Outstanding Results
Latin is widely regarded as the most difficult GCSE subject, with very high grade-boundaries reflecting the skew in the 
ability profile of candidates. Nevertheless, since the introduction of Latin in 2014, Battle Abbey pupils have achieved 
an almost unbroken record of A* (8/9) grades in Latin. All participating pupils should have the potential to match this 
achievement.

For further information contact:
Miss Nicky Bishop, Head of Classics at: bishopn@battleabbeyschool.com



GCSE (9-1) Modern Foreign Languages (French and Spanish)

The new GCSE (9-1) for Modern Foreign Languages focuses 
on a skills-based approach to teaching and learning. The aim 
is to create confident linguists who can employ strategies to 
extract information from written and spoken language and 
who can express themselves in written and spoken contexts. 
The GCSE course focusses on the four skills of Listening, 
Speaking, Reading and Writing. Our pupils in Year 8 have 
already started to develop a set of language-learning skills 
which will enable them to start their new GCSE course in Year 9 with confidence. 

The content of the Modern Languages course in French and Spanish can be defined in terms of three broad Topic 
Areas: Identity and Culture; Local, national, international and global areas of interest; current and future study and 
employment.  In preparation for the examination in Year 11 pupils will follow a course book together with authentic and 
creative resources such as extracts from relevant abridged or adapted literary texts or short passages of contemporary 
and cultural themes which can be translated.  

Content Overview (Examination: AQA)

GCSE Modern Languages 
(French/Spanish)

Foundation Tier  -
grades 1 to 5

Task Weighting

Component Listening
(Foundation Tier)

Written paper
40 marks
35 minutes (including 5 minutes reading time)

25% or total GCSE

Component Speaking
(Foundation Tier)

Non – exam assessment (speaking test)
40 marks
7-9 minutes + 10-12 minutes preparation time

25% of total GCSE

Component Reading
(Foundation Tier)

Written paper
50 marks
1 hour

25% of total GCSE

Component Writing
(Foundation Tier)

Written paper
37 marks
1 hour

25% of total GCSE

Higher Tier – 
grades 4 to 9

Task Weighting

Component Listening
(Higher Tier)

Written paper
40 marks
45 minutes (including 5 minutes reading time)

25% of total GCSE

Component Speaking
(Higher Tier)

Non-exam assessment (speaking test)
40 marks
10-12 minutes + 10-12 minutes preparation time

25% of total GCSE

Component Reading
(Higher Tier)

Written paper
50 marks
1 hour 15 minutes

25% of total GCSE

Component Writing
(Higher Tier)

Written paper
50 marks
1 hour 15 minutes

25% of total GCSE
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Over the three year course, and in consultation with their teachers, pupils will enter for Foundation or Higher tier 
assessment in all four skills during the June examination series. Foundation Tier assessments target grades 1-5, Higher Tier 
assessments Grades 4-9. Pupils will receive four periods of teaching per week.

In the listening and reading tests pupils must show that they can understand and respond to multiple choice questions 
in the target language, both spoken and written. Students will be assessed on their ability to recognize relationships 
between past, present and future events and are required to translate a passage of words from the target language 
into English.  

The speaking assessment is conducted entirely in the target language by the teacher. Candidates must complete 
three tasks which include a role play, a short conversation and a mini presentation on a pre-prepared topic of their 
choice followed by a conversation expanding on the topic of their presentation. 

Students ability to communicate in writing is assessed in three different tasks in which they are required to write simple 
messages in the style of an electronic message, followed by a writing task (between 9 and 200 words long) and a 
translation (35-55 words long). 

If pupils are part of the LDD/EAL department they will be able to join a practical and user friendly ‘Entry Level’ course in 
Spanish which is teacher assessed and externally moderated by OCR. They will receive two lessons of Spanish and two 
lessons of LDD/EAL.

GCSEs in German, Russian, Cantonese, Mandarin, Turkish, Greek, Arabic and Italian are also available to mother 
tongue speakers or near to fluent speakers.

For further information contact: 
Mrs Laurence Alff, Head of MFL at: alffl@battleabbeyschool.com
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All students sit the Edexcel International GCSE in Mathematics (Specification A) early in Year 11. This exam focuses on 
four key areas: Number, Algebra, Geometry and Statistics. 

Students also have the option of studying for a second qualification in Year 11 – the AQA Further Mathematics GCSE.

Battle Abbey uses the IGCSE because it has a much broader syllabus than GCSE, including topics that allow for a much 
smoother transition to A Level.

Structure: The IGCSE consists of two 2-hour examinations available at Foundation and Higher Tier. Both examinations 
must be taken in the same series at the end of the course of study and both allow for the use of calculators.

Content: Relevant, engaging, up-to-date and of equivalent standard to the regulated GCSE in Mathematics, but with 
additional content – such as differential calculus. Battle Abbey also makes great use of Hegarty Mathematics so that 
students can enjoy video content and immediate feedback on questions.

Assessment: The two examination papers consist of tiers of entry that allow students to be entered for the appropriate 
level, with questions designed to be accessible to students of all abilities in that tier and papers that are balanced for 
topics and difficulty. 

Approach: The IGCSE provides a solid basis for students wishing to progress to Edexcel AS and Advanced GCE Level, or 
equivalent qualifications. 

The Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in Mathematics (Specification A) qualification enables students to:

• develop their knowledge and understanding of mathematical concepts and techniques 
• acquire a foundation of mathematical skills for further study in the subject or related areas 
• enjoy using and applying mathematical techniques and concepts
• become confident in using mathematics to solve problems 
• appreciate the importance of mathematics in society, employment and study

Equipment: All students will need to have a Casio calculator and a geometry set. 

The Mathematics Department run intensive revision programmes in the run-up to public examinations. The expectation is 
that all students will be entered for the Higher examination. The entry requirement for A Level Mathematics is for students 
to have attained a Level 8 and a Level 9 for entry to the Further Mathematics A Level.

The Department also offers help with University entry MAT, STEP, TMUA and UKMT examinations and test, as well as 
offering interview practice for Oxbridge candidates.

For further information contact:  
Lawrence Smallman, Head of Maths at: smallmanl@battleabbeyschool.com

iGCSE Mathematics
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GCSE Music – Course Overview

The study of music has been proved time and again to increase brain function in children and the earlier the study the 
greater the gain. This applies equally to the three main elements of the subject - Performing, Composing and Analysing. 
It helps solve difficulties that some children have with mathematics and by placing the pieces studied in their historical 
context it goes side by side with history. Performing music develops powers of concentration and self discipline and, 
when involved in an ensemble or choir, teamwork. 

Let’s leave the last word to Plato:
‘Music is a moral law. It gives soul to the universe, wings to the mind, flight to the imagination, and charm and gaiety to 
life and to everything.’

There are 3 components to the new GCSE specification:

Performing:   

Students will present one solo and one ensemble performance.
The minimum duration for either is one minute but the combined minimum must be at least four minutes.

Internally marked and externally moderated – 30% of GCSE

Composition:  

Students compose two pieces of music with a combined total of three minutes duration. One will be to a brief set by the 
exam board and the other will be a free composition. Students are expected to develop musical ideas using 
compositional techniques combined with technical control and coherence.

Internally marked and externally moderated – 30% of GCSE.

Appraising:     

Students will study musical elements, contexts and language via four areas of study – 

• Instrumental Music 1700 – 1820
• Vocal Music
• Music for Stage and Screen
• Fusions
               
The eight set works include Beethoven’s Pathetique Sonata, the title music from Star Wars and Killer Queen.
                          
Assessment is through a 1 hour 45 minute written exam, in two parts.  

Section A consists of eight questions relating to six of the set works plus one melody completion exercise and one 
unfamiliar piece.

Section B is an essay comparing an extract from a set work with one from an unfamiliar piece.
Externally marked – 40% of GCSE.

For further information contact: 
Mrs Lucinda Sheppard, Head of Music at: sheppardl@battleabbeyschool.com

GCSE Music
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AQA GCSE Physical Education 8582

Why choose GCSE PE?
Candidates should choose GCSE PE if they love being active and want to find out more about what goes into sports 
performance and exercise. The course will look at the effects of exercise and training on the body and investigate 
factors that can affect sporting performances such as psychological or socio-cultural influences.

What can I do with GCSE PE?
GCSE PE will prepare pupils for further study in the subject at A Level as well as for other vocational courses such as BTEC 
Nationals. The physiological aspect of the course supports learning in the sciences and in particular Biology, whilst the 
psychological aspects can lead logically into A Level Psychology.

GCSE PE at Battle Abbey
The PE Department will be following the AQA GCSE curriculum as our chosen examining body. The activity list and 
weighting of 60% theory and 40% practical will be the same across all exam boards. With AQA the course is broken 
down into three areas; theory paper 1, theory paper 2 and non-exam assessment. Below is an overview of each section.

Paper 1: The human body and movement in physical activity and sport

What’s assessed
• Applied anatomy and physiology
• Movement analysis
• Physical training
• Use of data

How it’s assessed
• Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes 
• 78 marks
• 30% of GCSE

Questions
• Answer all questions
• A mixture of multiple choice/objective test questions, short answer questions and extended answer questions

GCSE Physical Education 
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Paper 2: Socio-cultural  and well-being in physical activity and sport

What’s assessed
• Sports psychology
• Socio-cultural influences 
• Health, fitness and well-being 
• Use of data

How it’s assessed
• Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes 
• 78 marks
• 30% of GCSE

Questions
• Answer all questions
• A mixture of multiple choice/objective test questions, short answer questions and extended answer questions

Non-exam assessment: Practical performance in physical activity and sport

What’s assessed
• Practical performance in three different physical activities in the role of player/performer (one in a team 
 activity, one in an individual activity and a third in either a team or in an individual activity).
• Analysis and evaluation of performance to bring about improvement in one activity.

How it’s assessed
• Assessed by teachers 
• Moderated by AQA 
• 100 marks
• 40% of GCSE

Questions
• For each of their three activities, students will be assessed in skills in progressive drills (10 marks per activity) and  
 in the full game (15 marks per activity)
• Students will be assessed on their analysis (15 marks) and evaluation (10 marks) of performance to bring about  
 improvement in one activity

Prerequisites
Whilst there are no specific prerequisites for entry on the course, due to the nature of the practical assessment on the 
course, we would strongly advise that students have a reasonable sporting ability in a few areas. The expectation is 
that the pupil will have represented the school in fixtures in more than one sport. It is also an advantage if students play 
at least one sport at club level outside of school. The list of physical activities are as follows, activities marked with an 
asterisks can be assessed as either a team sport or individual sport, but not both.

 
  
   
  
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

Team Sports Individual Sports

Association football Lacrosse Amateur boxing Equestrian

Badminton* Netball Athletics Rock climbing

Basketball Rowing* Badminton* Sculling

Camogie Rugby League Canoeing/kayaking Skiing

Cricket Rugby Union Canoeing/kayaking (Sprint) Snowboarding

Dance* Squash* Cycling Squash*

Gaelic football Table Tennis* Dance* Swimming

Handball Tennis* Diving Table tennis*

Hockey Volleyball Golf Tennis*

Hurling Gymnastics (artistic) Trampolining

Equestrian

For further information contact: 
Mr Rob Mercer, Head of Sport at: mercerr@battleabbeyschool.com
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GCSE Religious Studies is perfect for those interested in the big questions and in possesion of an active and enquiring 
mind! RS pupils study a range of Religious, Philosophical and Ethical questions, such as: 

• How can we be happy?
• Is there life after death?
• Can the use of violence ever be justified?
• Should we have the death penalty?

This is just a snapshot of the varied topics we will discuss and debate throughout the course. 

At Battle Abbey School, we study Christianity and Buddhism following the AQA Religious Studies syllabus. 

Component 1: The study of religions: beliefs, teachings and practices 

What’s assessed 
Beliefs: Teachings and Practices of: 
• Buddhism and Christianity 

How it’s assessed:
• Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 

Component 2: Thematic studies (Philosophy and Ethics)

What’s assessed 
• Theme A: Relationships and families. 
 We look at topical issues such as marriage, divorce, homosexuality. 
• Theme B: Religion and life. 
 This includes issues such as abortion and life after death. 
• Theme C: Religion, peace and conflict. 
 We look at issues including pacifism and whether there is such thing as a just war. 
• Theme D: Religion, crime and punishment. 
 Issues include the purpose of punishment, the death penalty and torture. 

How it’s assessed 
• Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes.

Religious studies suits those who like to debate and think deeply about life’s ultimate questions. It develops skills that are 
highly sought after such as the ability to analyse and evaluate, to empathise and be adaptable as well as being able to 
construct arguments and defend them. It can lead to a wide range of careers such as medicine; journalism; the armed 
forces; education and the Civil Service. 

For further information contact: 
Mrs Laura Austen-White, Head of RS at: austen-whitel@battleabbeyschool.com

GCSE Religious Studies
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Battle Abbey School has a long history of achieving success in Science with the choice of two routes to follow at GCSE

GCSE Combined Science
At Key Stage 4 you will study GCSE Combined Science attaining 2 GCSE grades at the end of Year 11. Science is taught 
in separate Biology, Chemistry and Physics lessons by subject specialists. 

In place of practical coursework, GCSE Science includes examination questions based on specific required practical 
assessments.

GCSE Combined Science provides knowledge and understanding that is relevant to your everyday life. It aims to 
engage you and to stimulate excitement and intrigue about how Science works and its benefit to society.
 
Following the Combined Science course will also allow you to progress onto ‘A’ Level study.

Available to: All Students
Qualification: Combined Science (2 GCSEs)
Awarding Body: Pearson/Edexcel
Assessment Method: Terminal exams - 6 x 1h10min  papers (2 for each subject)

GCSE Science
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GCSE Biology, Chemistry and Physics (separate Sciences)
For those students who excel in their GCSE Science in Year 9, the Separate Science route may be offered. The number 
of students taking Triple Science has increased over the last few years and it has become a very popular option for 
many. Pupils taking this route will be keen scientists, often with scientific aspirations for A Level and University. Triple 
Science contains the work covered in GCSE Combined Science plus further in-depth studies to extend this core content. 
Triple scientists are expected to have not only a keen interest but an independence and enthusiasm for their work.

Students will study the individual Sciences with specialist teachers, completing an extended range of required 
practicals which will make up part of the final GCSE exam.  

Available to: Students expected to achieve a GCSE grade 7 in Science
Qualification: Separate GCSE qualifications in Biology, Chemistry and Physics
Awarding Body: Pearson/Edexcel
Assessment method: Terminal exams - 6 x 1h45min papers (2 for each subject)

For further information contact: 
Mr Guy Turnbull, Head of Physics at: turnbullg@battleabbeyschool.com
Mrs Michelle St. Aubyn, Head of Biology at: st-aubynm@battleabbeyschool.com
Dr Sarah Huggins, Head of Chemistry at: hugginss@battleabbeyschool.com
Mr Matt Woodward, Director of STEAM at: woodwardm@battleabbeyschool.com
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ACADEMIC
RESULTS 2023

BATTLE ABBEY SCHOOL

RECENT UNIVERSITY DESTINATIONS :  CAMBRIDGE, OXFORD, IMPERIAL, UCL, WARWICK, EXETER,

LANCASTER, READING, DURHAM, SOUTHAMPTON, BATH, LEEDS, MANCHESTER, ST MARTINS,

EDINBURGH, ROYAL HOLLOWAY, KINGS COLLEGE LONDON, THE ROYAL CONSERVATOIRE OF

SCOTLAND AND THE COURTAULD INSTITUTE OF ART AMONG OTHERS.

TO STUDY: ARCHITECTURE, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, COSTUME AND PERFORMANCE DESIGN,

LAW, ANCIENT HISTORY, ANTHROPOLOGY, CYBER SECURITY, URBAN PLANNING, PSYCHOLOGY,

ECONOMICS, MIDWIFERY, AERONAUTICAL ENGINEERING, LIBERAL ARTS, NEUROSCIENCE,

FRENCH & GERMAN, MARINE BIOLOGY, PHYSIOTHERAPY, ENVIRONMENTAL GEOLOGY, MEDICINE,

FORENSIC SCIENCE AND ASTRO-PHYSICS AMONG OTHERS.

A LEVEL RESULTS 2023
33% OF GRADES AT A*-A 
58% OF GRADES AT A*-B 
78% OF GRADES AT A*-C
98%OF GRADES AT A*–E
 

GCSE RESULTS 2023
25% OF GRADES AT 8 -9
42% OF GRADES AT 7-9
93% OF GRADES AT 4-9
(A* - C EQUIVALENT)
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